A Much Mallgned Mountc:nn

About 18 years-ago; if my mernory is rlght a group
of misguided persons who had banded together as the
Pacifica Sportsmen's Club decided they needed a rifle
! ‘range,

With a devil-may-care lack of concern for permits

Emd such, they literally and figuratively bulldozed their .

way up Lhe side of Monlara Mountain to a plateau area
‘which they had purchased. They scraped a large area
hare preparing it for their range. Then people found out
whal they were doing.

The project came 1o a screechmg halt, and Lhe
sportsmen were made to put things a bit back in order,
restore the road as much as-possible to its natural
* condition,” and give up the idea of shooting on the
*.mountain. The property is now in other hands, "-

About elghl years ago, in 1976, I scrambled up the
_mountain with my kids and found the scar after 10 years
“still a raw gash on the mountain. The thin top soil had
been scraped dowh to stenle shale on whlch almnst
nothing was’ growlng '

" I took pictures of, my ktds in the gulhes and wrote a
column for the Tribune about t.h:s desecratmn of the
Eraglle mountain.. .

“You can see signs of the scar yet frorn some parts of
Linda Mar. From the valley ‘it appears to be slowly
* healing, with trees and green cutting down on the
‘ugliness; However, the part visible from the valley was
“only asmall parl of the damage as I knew from my 1975
visit, . -
> When I hiked up t.he mountam in’ ’76 there were a
g few parts wherel followed what I can only describe as

“.deer trails; narrow paths arched with chaparral three or

. four-feet off the ground, the kmd of brush that has to be

shwed aside,

00" a recent Sunday my eldest son Mnke and I
Aec:ded on the spur of the moment to go see what's
happened lo the scar lately Mike was 13 on our previous
trip. “Now he’s 21: Since we:had done’ it before, there
aeemed no réason why' it couldn’t be done again,

- That was a mistake In the pasl eight years the
mounlam has grown up. The brush is:much thicker. The
Ltrails are overgrown. What used to be mian trails are
labb:t trails, and the rabbit-trails are woodrat mns

+Serub oak has blown down.: Manzanita ‘and pmson

? nak have grown up and .out tofill ‘open spaces: The
© mountain’ hds :become almost_ .impenétrable. Black-

. berries 'snake ‘across Lhe trails.

By the time-we got to the scar, our hands were
sc1alched and.cul. A belt I was wearing disintegrated.
- As for-the 'sear, which on my previous visit I cem-

paa ed Lo the mountams of the moon, part of it has filled -

oin ‘with: pampas grass an otherwise unusual plant on
«.most of the.mountain, The visible scar,. planted w1th
& l.rc.-es is losing- 1ts barren 1ook.: -
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But a. large part‘ of the'area, 18 yéérs after 1ts rape, -

shnws httle s1gn of .recovery. A ‘few scattered plants
"" Struggfe’ {0 grow bat” for! the“fndgt 'part 568 8t pare
shalv a few ‘acres” of ‘desolation, "4 message that “the
. mounlain'is 'a- dehcate and fragilé piace not.meant for
”dbu.';u ‘Asfor'the road itis mostly gone. In some places I
. Lould find ho trace, ‘Which was unfortunate, since 1t took
us a]mosL as lqng to get.down as to climb up.,



