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“brigade will

_organize itself as'a parade

unit. The next ‘parade;

wouldn’t-it be great to'see’

50 or 100 wheelchairs on

Linda Mar boulevard, each

‘one carrying a

banner that

says, ‘“‘down  with

—ar-

= A

_ By Paul Azevedo

If- there is, T'll' volun-
teer to' be a pusher.

«‘Meanwhile,

‘chitectural barriers."

take

wheelchair user to lunch,

and see if you can get into

. the restaurant.

! Just as'important, see
iif the restrooms are usable.

lesson. Thé felst}'r former onsiste

resident of the Linda Mar
flood plain is the man who
showed us how a citizen
can shake up the system
and accomplish important
goals. -

; Without Ken, there
wg,uld not be the elevator in
the City Council meeting
rogm. That elevator is not
orfly important in itself, as
a gleans to permit even the
hmdlcapped to attend
council and  other
méetings. It is also a

bol, to show how the
wneelchalr-bound can
overcomje the humiliation

major inconveniences
lafl on them by the
- N

' construct:on mabte

neglect of the able-bodied

n;a
Ken also ‘saw to it that

Pi'aclfma “followed the law ¢
and had lift gates put on the |

PMT buses, With Ken out

elevators.: The;
forced to: design restr
for use by the whee
user.

lt takes onl' W
amenities to_ . make’ i
buildings -and ‘outdoor)

these are ﬁrstel
economiz uut -0
chitectural plans <

law passed to T
architectural bm:nds
be designed into buildi
Even with such a m%v
back him up, it took Ken
Faria a lot ‘of 'pu
hauling, and d—th
sisténce of an ol
encyclopedia: sal
.persuade a usually,
hearted, intellige
Council to,obey the la
Why should p&plel
goad will 2riore i
dicapped?” It ¢
even though they are
per cent of our poptilati
the handm,ipped _are

of the area, SamTrans will in

undoubtedly be able to
01d - _giving ‘the
a‘eelchmr bound the kind
of. service that was
a;yanlahle to them the last
t or ten months.
8 The rumor is that they
are considering some sort
of half-baked “dial-a-ride”
sttup I've even heard that
ney're consndermg
iting it to doctors’
sits 'only, as if
eelchair-bound humans
were second class citizens
who are entitled.to mobility
y for the most urgent
iness. This decision, 1
pe, hasn’t been made, If
at 1s the plan, 1 hope they

o ;
% The handxcapped have
ong been in the position of

mobility. Their problem
increases their expenses. It
its their - ability to earn
come: It also seems to
ake them *un-cmzms
b many peoplempositlons
gt responsibility. -

I& ‘OBSERVE how hard it

assage Ubsei‘ve mow

“to ‘get contractors, to .
ild curbs for, vheelqhﬂr

vmg to mg for the “glft”‘ it

The very
which ' they complam
tend to keep them out of ou
sight, in ‘their homes, anc
thus to hide from the‘rest o
us the extent the
problem.

THE EFFBR‘I‘ ta get
around, to,get and keep a.
job, to live and maneuver.
by their, own  .efforts,
consume ‘much. more:of ‘a.
wheelchair-bound : persqn*s_..
time and energy than ;hat




