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The Sharp Crypt

It is Jan. 4, 1805. An
elderly widow, Honora
harﬂ lies in her
the Savoy Hotel
on Octavia street in San
W, m{o::{l mﬁ
present on
Saint Mary's Cathedral.
She of her late
'husband, George. He had
made a great deal of
money in San Francisco
real estate, a.ud left her
com]orlaﬂtﬂg well off.

children,
nor brothers, sisters,
niecenm-mphaws There
ars!some first cousins in

Her lawyer is R. H.
zd. He is there to
out her will, He

has brought legal fools-
cap, an old-fashioned

pen, an inkwell,

He begins to write in a
flowery old-fashioned
style. She tells him that
she wants to leave her
money for a memorial to
her late husband.

thingwilhlttohomrhis

SHE HAD enjoyed
Golden Gate Park so

when
lden Gate Park had

opened.

She told her lawyer of
her dream. Her fortune
would build a memorial

Army and the s
ter's hnma for

‘curables. Later, acod.u:ll

would add the SPCA
WHILE 'rwo tpersnns
a Mrs. Margaret To;
‘and a" Charles Gil dea
wm”lnmrecaive 3'195?)5
respectively,
charitable gifts could ac-
count for only one-third
the will

She and her lawyer
worked out a way to
around the law,

E
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» Were

Both were wealthy, and
eaeh knew what she
So it was

Spmkels a n d
ware ta

with no s!.rln,ga
Murphy, presi-
dent of the First National
Bank of San Francisco,
was to be her executor.
' HE HAD given her fi-
nancial ad over the
ears. She trusted all

{hrue men completely.
The will was written so
that her dream was
spelled out, even e !ain-

She died Feb, 8, 1905,
Her first cousins — the
O'Donnells, who were
hchﬂg]mn 'iie h(eir father's
rothers; allaghers

and Ann Gillespie and
Giles Blake, all first

cousins on her mother's |

side, all presumahly
from Quebec — did in-
deed ﬁgm her will.
THE LEGAL battle
went on for years, The
file, which would evemtu-
be stored in the ar-
chives of San Francisco,
would stand 15 inches

hi%h.

: 12.‘1 would be ﬂﬂod with
egal papers,

counter - & 3

her friends, Gildea,
would assign his claim to
a hank, perhaps despair-
ing of getting the use of
Iélgdgﬂt before he himself

For some reason 1
don't yet know, gomrs
5 gate at the en-
Shmtmm togthe Panhandie
wou]d never be built.

art of the
Emperw left

her hus-
Pedro ranch
on the San Mateo coast—
would be given to the
City of San Francisco to
be used as parklands,
Thﬁl ark co?rgsxionem
wo! ac € prop-
in lceg? together

wi a lar

sum of
money for up D.

John MeLaren would
praise its beauty.

Eventually, it would
become a golf course. A
mmmunity would grow

nearby, and be called
Park. Eventually,
the name would supplant
names like Brighton
Beach and Salada Beach,
subdivisions of summer
cottages which were sold
to San Franeciscans who
lanned to visit their
omes via the Ocean
Shore Railroad.

She left $301,000. To-
day, the various parts of
real estate holdings left
by her would be worth
several million dollars.

HER LAST request
was that she be buried
in her plot in Holy Cross
Cemetery, in what is now
the town of Colma.

She is there now, She
and her husband,
George, with another
person, Ms, Mary Bren-
nan, rest in a simple
vault.

On the outside is her
husband's name, George
F, Sharp. Inside are
shown only her name,
her husband’s, and Mrs.
Brennan's. There is 1o
other information to mar
its simplicity.

aims. One nf;

The tomb faces direct- |

ly southwest. Four miles |

in_that darectiun is Pa-
cifiea City Hzll, and a
community which honors
her name, The golf
course which sta in
place of the memorial
gate she dreamed of lies
slightly to the south,
hen anyone asks who

Sharp Park is named for,
Honora Sharp is always
the one mentioned. Her
husband George, whose
name she wished to %re
serve and honor,
only a tomb and some
musty records stored in
a dismal warehouse in a
decaying area near the
San Francisco water-
frant,

Next week: a bit of
Victorian-era seandal



